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Annotation: This article explores the cultural features embedded in F. Scott 

Fitzgerald’s works, focusing on his portrayal of 20th-century American society, themes 

of the American Dream, and the cultural identity of the Jazz Age. Through an analysis 

of key texts, including The Great Gatsby, the study highlights Fitzgerald's unique 

ability to reflect the societal values, challenges, and contradictions of his time. 

 

Introduction: F. Scott Fitzgerald, one of the most prominent American authors 

of the 20th century, is renowned for his vivid depictions of the Jazz Age and his 

exploration of the complexities of cultural identity. This article examines the cultural 

features present in Fitzgerald’s works, emphasizing their significance in understanding 

the historical and societal context of his narratives. Through an in-depth analysis of his 

most notable works, the study aims to uncover how Fitzgerald’s literary contributions 

mirror the cultural zeitgeist of his era. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s works are emblematic of the Jazz Age, a term he coined to 

describe the exuberant and often tumultuous period of the 1920s. His writings are 

characterized by themes of wealth, ambition, love, loss, and the disillusionment of the 

American Dream. Here are some crucial aspects of his work. Fitzgerald's works 

frequently explore the allure and eventual decay of the American Dream, as seen in 

The Great Gatsby, where characters pursue wealth and status at the expense of 

authenticity and morality. He delves into the tension between the established elite and 

new wealth, highlighting societal divisions. Love and Relationships: Many of his 

characters experience idealized, unrequited, or destructive love, reflecting both 

personal struggles and broader societal dynamics. 

The Great Gatsby (1925) - regarded as his masterpiece, it critiques the opulence 

and moral decay of the Roaring Twenties through the story of Jay Gatsby and his 

relentless pursuit of Daisy Buchanan. This Side of Paradise (1920) - a semi-

autobiographical novel that captures the post-World War I generation's quest for 

identity and purpose. Tender Is the Night (1934) - a tragic tale of love, ambition, and 

psychological decay, influenced by his own tumultuous relationship with his wife, 

Zelda. Collections like Flappers and Philosophers (1920) and Tales of the Jazz Age 

(1922) showcase Fitzgerald's ability to depict the vibrancy and moral ambiguities of 

his era. Fitzgerald is celebrated for his poetic and evocative language, which creates 
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vivid imagery and emotional resonance. His works often use symbols, such as the green 

light in The Great Gatsby, to convey deeper meanings about hope, desire, and 

disillusionment. His characters embody the complexity and contradictions of human 

nature, making them timeless and relatable. Fitzgerald’s works serve as a mirror of the 

Jazz Age, portraying the extravagance, recklessness, and ultimate disenchantment of 

the 1920s. They provide invaluable insights into the cultural, economic, and social 

transformations of early 20th-century America. Fitzgerald’s exploration of universal 

themes and his masterful storytelling have cemented his place as one of the greatest 

American writers, with The Great Gatsby often regarded as the quintessential Great 

American Novel. His works continue to inspire and provoke thought, resonating with 

readers across generations. 

Cultural reflection. The cultural features of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s works provide 

a rich tapestry of insights into the American society of the early 20th century. Through 

his evocative prose and nuanced characters, Fitzgerald captures the essence of the Jazz 

Age and explores broader themes of identity, morality, and societal values. Fitzgerald 

is often called the chronicler of the Jazz Age, a term he popularized. His works 

encapsulate the hedonism, excess, and recklessness of the post-World War I 

generation. The 1920s were marked by a cultural revolution—flappers, jazz music, and 

a break from traditional norms—and Fitzgerald portrays these shifts vividly in works 

like The Great Gatsby and his short stories. Fitzgerald critiques the relentless pursuit 

of materialism and wealth as a cornerstone of American culture. Jay Gatsby’s tragic 

quest for the American Dream highlights the moral corruption and emptiness behind 

this ideal. He examines the clash between old money (inherited wealth) and new money 

(self-made fortunes), revealing the rigid class distinctions in American society. 

Fitzgerald’s female characters, such as Daisy Buchanan (The Great Gatsby) and 

Rosalind Connage (This Side of Paradise), often reflect the new image of women in 

the 1920s—bold, independent, and challenging traditional roles. His works explore the 

changing dynamics of love and relationships, often portraying the tension between 

romantic ideals and societal expectations. Fitzgerald’s characters frequently embody 

the moral decay of a society consumed by wealth and pleasure, with little regard for 

consequences or ethical considerations.  

In The Great Gatsby, the East Egg residents symbolize a decaying aristocracy 

that clings to its status while shunning accountability and moral integrity. Fitzgerald’s 

works portray the allure and alienation of urban centers like New York, which became 

hubs of cultural and economic activity during the 1920s. The cultural landscape of 

Fitzgerald’s era, including automobiles, telephones, and cinema, serves as a backdrop 

to the rapid modernization that shaped societal behavior. Many of Fitzgerald’s 

characters exhibit a yearning for a simpler, purer past. This sense of nostalgia often 

clashes with the reality of modern life, symbolizing the tension between tradition and 
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progress. A recurring theme in Fitzgerald’s works is the loss of innocence, both 

personally and culturally, as characters confront the harsh truths of their ambitions and 

desires. Fitzgerald masterfully employs cultural symbols, such as the green light in The 

Great Gatsby (symbolizing hope and the unattainable), to enrich his narratives. Jazz 

music, a defining feature of the 1920s, reflects the improvisation, energy, and chaos of 

the era—a parallel to the lives of Fitzgerald’s characters. Fitzgerald highlights the 

growing influence of consumerism, as seen in the iconic imagery of Dr. T.J. 

Eckleburg’s billboard in The Great Gatsby, which looms over the moral and physical 

wasteland of the Valley of Ashes. Fitzgerald’s works are a profound exploration of the 

cultural dynamics of the 1920s. They not only document the zeitgeist of the Jazz Age 

but also offer timeless reflections on human nature, societal values, and the inevitable 

disillusionment that follows the pursuit of superficial dreams. 

Cultural symbolism in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s works plays a significant role in 

conveying the deeper themes and societal commentary embedded within his narratives. 

His masterful use of symbols transcends mere objects or concepts, turning them into 

vehicles for exploring the complexities of human desires, societal changes, and the 

moral and cultural dynamics of the Jazz Age. 

One of the most iconic symbols in Fitzgerald's oeuvre is the green light in The 

Great Gatsby. Positioned at the end of Daisy Buchanan’s dock, the green light 

represents hope, ambition, and the pursuit of an ideal. For Jay Gatsby, it symbolizes 

his dream of reuniting with Daisy and achieving the life he has idealized. However, the 

light also represents the unattainable—an ever-distant goal that underscores the futility 

of Gatsby’s quest and the broader disillusionment with the American Dream. Through 

this symbol, Fitzgerald critiques the obsessive pursuit of material success and societal 

approval, showing how dreams can ultimately become corrupted or out of reach. 

Jazz music, another potent symbol in Fitzgerald's works, encapsulates the spirit 

and contradictions of the 1920s. As a defining cultural feature of the era, jazz reflects 

the improvisational, energetic, and rebellious nature of the time. Its unstructured and 

innovative style mirrors the break from traditional norms, highlighting the liberation 

and experimentation that characterized the Jazz Age. However, jazz also embodies 

chaos and moral ambiguity, paralleling the reckless lifestyles of many of Fitzgerald’s 

characters. In works like The Great Gatsby, the jazz parties at Gatsby’s mansion 

become symbolic of the era’s hedonism and excess—lavish gatherings that ultimately 

lack substance and emotional depth. This duality in jazz as both celebratory and hollow 

mirrors the cultural ethos of the 1920s, where surface-level exuberance often masked 

deeper dissatisfaction and emptiness. 

Fitzgerald’s use of cultural symbolism extends to landscapes and settings as 

well. For example, the Valley of Ashes in The Great Gatsby serves as a stark contrast 

to the opulence of West and East Egg, symbolizing the moral and social decay 
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underlying the glittering façade of wealth. The desolate, industrial wasteland stands as 

a reminder of the consequences of unchecked ambition and the societal cost of pursuing 

material success. 

Overall, Fitzgerald’s cultural symbols are not static; they evolve with the 

narratives, reflecting the characters’ internal conflicts and the broader societal struggles 

of their time. His ability to imbue ordinary elements with profound meaning allows his 

works to resonate on multiple levels, making them enduring studies of cultural and 

human complexity. These symbols do more than enhance the storytelling—they 

connect individual experiences to larger societal patterns, encapsulating the triumphs 

and tragedies of an entire generation. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s works masterfully incorporate 

cultural symbolism to reflect the complexities of the Jazz Age and its societal 

contradictions. Through evocative symbols like the green light and the vibrancy of jazz, 

he explores themes of ambition, disillusionment, and moral decay. His nuanced 

portrayal of the era reveals both the allure of progress and its darker undercurrents, 

offering timeless insights into human nature and societal values. Fitzgerald’s ability to 

connect individual struggles with broader cultural dynamics ensures the enduring 

relevance of his works, making them profound commentaries on the aspirations and 

failures of his generation. 
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